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Awards  for English Extravaganza, 2004
Faculty Line-up
by Mary Boyes

Notes: 1) If you provided me with talking points, I have included them here. 2) Serious awards/wards of excellence follow the “distinction” section. These come with gifts. Please see me to get the gift for presentation.  3) We are giving out about 60 awards, so talk fast.
Awards of Distinction and Dubious Distinction

Mary Barkley

Jennifer Campbell:
“MIA” come back or we will start creating juicy stories about you.

Andrew Fullen: 
“The Ability to Hold Your Tongue Even though Your Brain Is Full 



Award”

Melissa Johnson: 
“The Back on the Road Again Award”

Kirsten Manick: 
“Most Likely to Incite a Feminist Revolt Award”

Stephanie Tucker:
 “The Keep Hanging on Award”

Travis Walden: 
“Light under the Basket Award”

Mary Boyes

Stephen Arnold: “Men’s Fitness and Muscular Fiction Award” —for 

Nessie Brown:
   “Distiction in Critical Thinking and Writing”

Becca Friddle:
“I Can Read You Like an Open Book Award” —for the student with the most 


plastic face. Aside from her academic rigor, I could use Beccas in all of my 


classes because all I had to do was look at Becca’s face to know if my 



instructions were unclear, my assignments outlandish, or if, in a moment of 


extreme enthusiasm, spittle was flying from my mouth.
Amy Higgins:
“The MIA Award”—you’ve gone underground and we can’t find any dirt on you. 


You need to surface or we will start making up stories.

Samn Kidd: 
“The I’ve Been Teaching Comp for All These Years and Never Knew They 


Were Angle Brackets until You Came Along Award” —for always paying 


attention, adding to class discussion and for actually reading her MLA handbook.  

Samn, you really should be an English major.
Nathan Jones: “The Mikey Award” — let’s give it to him. He hates everything. I should note that 

Nathan does not hate hard work or deep thinking. Another one who should be an 


English major.
Andrew Merchant: “The Soft-spoken Argument Award” 

Allison/Rebekah Pierce:
“The Alias Award” + “The Finally Realizing What I am a Good 




Writer
Award”

Melina Villarreal: “The Most Likely to Overstay Spring Break Award”

Rob Wyatt: 
“Red Hot Rob OR The Most Likely to Have Smoke Coming out of His Ears 


During Class Discussion Award” — for always sticking to his guns and for really 


believing in and researching his opinions. Rob truly understands what an 



argument is for and he knows how to make one.
Justin Windsor: “Work Study Student with the Cushiest Job Ever”—wink, wink.
Katie Doman
Joy Harris:
“The Deserves to Sit Around and Eat Bon Bons Award” —because she works so 


hard in and out of the classroom (always holding multiple jobs, helping other 


students by proofreading and copy editing) and is always so cheerful.

Paul Hopkins:
“The Sleeping Beauty Award”

Kim Mullins: 
“Most Likely to Take up the Banjo”

Emily Rossi: 
“The Honorary Dixie Chick Award”

Heather Witt: “The Whistle While Your Work Award”

Elizabeth Gordon

Laura Lipe: 
“The Work-a-holic Award”

Wanda Rahm:

Kelly Shelton: “The Poe ‘Pit and the Pendulum’ Award” for darkness

Delores Greene

Ryan Bittner: 
“The Kurt Vonegut of the Future Award”
Taimi Olsen

Jennifer Campbell:
 “Another MIA Award”??? —come back or we will start crating juicy 



stories 
about you.
Laura Lipe:

“Best Report on Linguistic Family Tree”

Charles Livesay:
“Best Report on Linguistic Family Tree” -- "cull" "hoofa" "nekkid" 



and "Jawing."  
Joy Ross

Patricia Awosiyan:
“Poetry in the Broadcast Booth Award” -- for her 




naissance woman abilities with the spoken word.

Rachel Bussel:

“The Sex and the City Award”

Robin Colyer: 

“Most Likely to Leave Greeneville Young Photographer’s 




Award for her promise in photography and writing the photo essay.

Bo Denton: 

“The Most Likely to Cover NASCAR as a Beat Award” -- for excellence 




in finding the unusual story.

Amber Ferchaud: 
“The Rolling Stone ‘You’ve Got P Diddy on Speed Dial 




Award’” —for excellence in music writing and other topics that capture 



the problems of her generation.

Ashley Kenworthy:
“The Margaret Bourke White Photographer of the Future Award” — for 



her imaginative forays in documenting America in various forms of 



media.

Anup Kaphle: 

“The Harrison Salisbury Foreign Correspondent of the Future Award” — 




for excellence in political and cultural reporting.

Erica Kuehnle-Lane: “The 'Yes I Can Do That' Multi-tasker Award” — for 




enthusiasm and all-around ability in contributing to the Journalism 



program. + “The Most Likely to Be Published in Tattoo Magazine”
Eliza Land:

“The Sarah Vowell ‘And Another Thing….’Award”—for original 




voice, one we expect to hear someday on NPR.

Monica Marshall:
“Female Frank Deford Award” — for strength, intelligence, and flexibility 


in juggling life and classes, and for fearlessness with a microphone.

BJ Roberts:

“The George Lucas Young Turk Award” — for combining business and 




management savvy, with film and broadcast promise.

Carla Underwood:
“The  Girls Just Wanna Have Fun Award” ​—for literary promise 




explaining everything from rock artists of the ‘80’s to Europe’s haunted 




tles.

Sean Vogt:

“The Clear and d Present Danger (but with a Soft Side) Award” — for 




the writer most likely to win an Indie Spirit Award and lunch with Sean 




Penn.

Ilona Botala:

“The Pen is as Mighty as the Scalpel Award”— for her compelling grant 



proposal to establish a support program for children with cancer, and their 



families.

Susan Bobbitt:

 “The Perri Klass Humanitarian Award”— for her grant proposal 




to improve a camp for children with serious illnesses in Canada.

Brian Palm:

“The William Carlos Williams of the Future Award” for his 




proposal to secure better emergency room care for Tennesseans.

Melissa Poole:

“The Independent Spirit” Award, for excellence in writing on 




topics of true originality (so original that Dolph Henry is now considering 




her proposal to establish an aquatic therapy program).

Viki Rouse
Jennifer Simpson:
“Most Likely to Psychoanalyze Her Instructor”
Awards of Excellence
Mary Barkley

Julie Maples: 
“All Around Excellence in English”

Jenna Neil: 
“Excellence in English: Scholarship”

Mary Boyes

Kirsten Manick:  “Excellence in Tutoring and Writing”

Yvonne Daniel: “The Most Dedicated and Patient Work Study Student Ever”

Delores Greene
Ashley Moreira: “Excellence in English: Scholarship”

Taimi Olsen

Julie Matthews: “Excellence in English: Civic Engagement”

Laura Lipe: “Excellence in English: Scholarship”

Joy Ross

Rhiannon Hartman, “The Katharine Graham Feels Your Pain Award” —for 

excellence in producing an underfunded, understaffed independent student 

newspaper.
Aliece Cosby, the “Future Publishers of America Award” --for her able 

assistance and future promise continuing to develop the Pioneer newspaper.
Jacki Ewing: “The Ellen Goodman Successor Award” —for excellence in column writing 
Katie Doman
Recognition for students who presented at the ? conference. 

Elizabeth Gordon
The Curtis Owens’ Prize for Creative Writing winners + background on the prize and announcement of how to submit for this year.

Taimi Olsen/Corinne Nicolas
The English Department/Humanities funded scholarships for Kirsten Manick and Anup Kaphle. Give background and make a big deal out of this. Tell students how they can be considered for future scholarships.
