THE CURTIS '28 AND BILLIE BELCHER OWENS LITERARY PRIZE was established in 1995 by Professor Curtis Owens, class of 1928, and his wife, Billie, of Richmond Hill, New York.  
Scholarship preference will be given to students who have ability in creative writing--poetry, short stories, essays, and drama. The Owens scholarship is awarded on the basis of a writing competition. 
        Professor and Mrs. Owens were born in eastern Kentucky and both attended Caney Junior College, now Alice Lloyd College.  After his freshman year, Professor Owens transferred to Tusculum College where he played football, debated, won a special award for philosophy, two awards for poetry and wrote the class poem for the 1928 annual.  During his senior year, he wrote a play which was presented as part of the commencement exercises.  Admitted to the Yale University School of Drama, he was the most active student in that year’s productions, including the male lead in his first major production.‘’
The early death of his father and the depression made it necessary for Professor Owens to return home as the principal bread winner of his family. In 1930 he became a teacher in the Garrett Consolidated Schools in eastern Kentucky. He assisted six younger brothers and sisters, all of whom became teachers or school administrators. In 1934, Professor Owens became a principal of the school and supervised construction of a new facility. He was noted for his drama productions including, “The Mikado,” “Cyrano De Bergerac” and “Treasure Island.”  In 1938 Billie joined the faculty and they were soon married. After service in the U.S. Army during WWII, he taught English and speech at Pace Institute, New York City, now Pace University.  At Pace from 1946 to 1976, he held a variety of administrative assignments and was President of the local chapter of the American Association of University Professors and a delegate to their national convention for a number of years.  Professor Owens is listed in Who’s Who in the East and the Directory of American Scholars.  
        Mrs. Owens has been both Chairwoman of the Richmond Hill Baptist Church Council and President of BYKOTA, a church-related women’s group. The Owens have three sons: one is in education, one is a clinical psychologist and another is an orthopedic surgeon.   

