
Bonner Leaders Orientation was held August 14th through 16th. An overnight service trip to 
Buffalo Mountain Retreat Center  proved to be a memorable experience. During this annual 
event, strategies for the coming year’s Bonner sponsored events were put in place and newly 
recruited Leaders were brought into the group—21 in all! The Bonner Leaders worked on fun 
team building strategies around a bonfire.  

The Bonners then began planning and preparing for Nettie McCormick Service Day , creating 
signs and posters. They were there early on Nettie Day helping to set up, directing the students 
to their buses, and going with the groups, serving as role models for service.  More recently, the 
Bonners worked at Tusculum View’s Balloon Day doing face painting and interacting with the 
children. This was one of many fun service-learning SOS (Service on Saturday) commitments 
for the Bonners program.  

In Block 2, Robin Fife’s Service-Learning class 
(SVLN 354) focused on the issues of hunger and 
homelessness 
and found much 
evidence of 
these problems 
i n  o u r 
c o m m u n i t y . 
Students put 
down flooring, 
walls, and roof trusses on a house with Habitat for 
Humanity , (http://greenecountyhfh.com) continuing 
work begun on the house on Nettie Day (see picture 
f a r  r i g h t ) .  A t  R u r a l  R e s o u r c e s 
(www.ruralresources.net), a local non-profit agency 
dedicated to preserving agricultural land and 
products, students dug weeds, improved a new 
greenhouse, and prepared the grounds for their 
upcoming Farm Arts Festival , to be held on 
October 20th at noon. Other students packed food 
boxes and talked with clients at the Community  
Ministries Food Bank ; and organized the food 
pantry and served guests at the Mission Soup 
Kitchen .  

In addition, the entire class, 
joined by the TC Women’s 
Basketball team and many 
others, participated in the 24-
hour Point-in-Time count 
organized by ARCH, the 
Appalachian Regional Coalition 

on Homelessness. This covered Greene County in its 
entirety. During this 24-hour search and survey of the 
homeless, the students explored various camp site 
conditions, as well as delving into the psyche of the 
homeless. They used GPS locators in order to 
provide data for maps which will be created by the 
CCA .   

 Questions or comments?  Email us at dpullen@tusculum.edu or call 423-636-7300 Ext. 5256 
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Our Day to End Poverty by 
Shannon Daley-Harris and Jef-
frey Keenan. From waking up in 
the morning to going to bed in 
the evening, this book helps us 
begin to think about poverty in 
new and creative ways. This book is organ-
ized into 24 "hour/chapter" segments. Each 
proposes a variety of fun and practical ac-
tions one can take to help overcome domes-
tic and global poverty, reminding us that if 
we all do just a little, a lot can get done.  

Visit www.ourdaytoendpoverty.org 
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Nettie Day 2007! 
Approximately 300 freshmen partici-
pated in Nettie Fowler McCormick Ser-
vice Day activities on Sept, 13.  
Seventeen different projects were car-
ried out, including placements at The 
Doak House museum, cleaning up 
Frank Creek, Wesley Cemetery, and 11
-E, gardening,  visiting with seniors, and 
exercising animals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One agency commented that “This was 
the best group yet! They were so 
much fun! ” 


