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WELCOME

On behalf of the staff, Tate Library offers a warm welcome to all new and returning Tusculum College faculty, staff, and students. We hope that you will visit us often, either in person or on line. This newsletter, which appears bimonthly (with occasional special issues) during the school year, is designed to bring you the latest news about the library and library activities. There is a lot of it this first issue, so lets get to it…

HOW DID WE SPEND OUR SUMMER?

1. Tate Library Greeneville (physical):

In May, the library staff, with help from faculty from every division, reviewed that portion of the circulating collection housed in the West Wing and de-accessioned those titles deemed no longer suitable. This was an enormous task and we want to thank the faculty who so generously gave of their time to assist us. In particular, we note the many hours contributed by Dr. and Mrs. Steve Weis and Dr. Jim Reid.  Completion of this activity paved the way for transfer of the books from the west wing and the creation of the library’s first dedicated special collection room, which contains 750 pre-1900 titles withdrawn from that area.
Following the transfer to the basement by maintenance of most of the west wing shelving and the provision of new lighting, the library staff, with two work study students, transferred all remaining book titles to the Alumni Lounge and the hallway behind it. Signs were posted and the area, since July, has been serving campus needs. The retained older journals from the west wing have, together with most of the older book titles in the LC Classification numbers A, L, K, M, N, and Z have gone to the Library Annex Trailer and are available on 24-hr. notice. The operation was spearheaded by Circulation Coordinator Marsha Griffith, who deserves a lot of credit for its successful conclusion. Marsha, FYI, has just started the on-line library and information science master’s degree program offered by UT.
The abandoned west wing will be demolished shortly, at a time to be announced.

During this time, library staff, together with Dr. Franz,  Mr. Stokes, architect John Fisher, and a variety of consultants and other campus constituents, have spent hours working and reworking the internal designs for the Tate Library renovation. The challenge has brought out creativity in all concerned and has been one of the most productive exercises in which  most of us have ever participated. 

2. Tate Library Knoxville (physical):

In Knoxville, branch administrator Mary Halliburton and library assistant Jan Fleece, with outstanding support from Dr. Wood and many other colleagues, has gone the main campus library one better—they have totally moved twice. First,  in April-May, they assembled a library at the Executive Park address. Then, after much planning and coordination, that facility was packed up and moved in late July (along with everything and everybody else from the previous location) to the new TC facility, which will be dedicated on Tues. Aug. 27. 
3. Tate Library (additional highlights):

A significant number of other tasks were also undertaken during the summer period. For example, we, too, wrote sterling prose for SACS and for assessment purposes. In addition,

Through the collaboration of the Knoxville and Greeneville library staffs, new library user guides have been created. These are available in print and online.

In co-operation with Computer Support Services, the combined library staffs met with representatives of The Library Corporation to review the automation and security systems which have been chosen for installation in the renovated Tate Library. We are excited about all that these will be able to do for us—and challenged by the thought that we must still bar-code every resource item in the place!

Internal and external meetings have allowed the creation of a unified plan for the delivery of library instructional services to all Tusculum students regardless of location. 

Working closely with John Lamb and with Beta testing input from library staff, faculty, and interested administrators throughout the institution, Tate Library has launched a totally-reworked library home page. Designed by Asst. Dir. Reever, this interactive revamp combines the best of the old web pages, including the “Links Library,” with such new innovations as online forms for material request, a place to read “About the Library,” and a way to obtain reference services via “Ask a Question.”  We hope that everyone will advantage themselves of this new website, which  is available both through the TC Website link and from our netPac OPAC site at http://tusculum.library.net. This newsletter will be posted on the home page and an archive of Reel & Pages will be developed.
LIBRARY INSTRUCTION AND CLASS USE
          Before and after creation of the unified plan of library instruction, the DE Librarians Reever and Halliburton have been providing library orientation and library resource training at TC instructional  sites in northeast and southeast Tennessee, including Tate Library itself. Now that the residential college is back in fall session, these introductory (or, if needed, more advanced) classes are available for day students here at Tate Library. Already we have been doing “two-a-days” for OLIC and other classes and we invite all instructors to consider scheduling a session with us. These introductory lessons cover the basics and give classes the opportunity not only to become familiar with the use of library print and online resources, but to sign up for netLibrary  e-books as well. For classes in discipline areas, basics will be reviewed, the signup opportunity provided, and special attention to topic-oriented resources provided. Average time involved is 30-40 min.
        Because these Tate Library sessions have proven so popular thus far, and because we have 12 computers, it has  become necessary to schedule the library computer area for library instruction or class use more tightly now than in past years.  Instructors desiring to bring classes to the library should call first so we can fit classes on the schedule. If, as in the past, classes show up unannounced, there may not be any computers for them to work on. 

RESOURCES

     During the summer, 3,000+ titles were added to netLibrary, bringing the e-book  total up to slightly under 30,000. In addition to the search engine which netLibrary provides on its site, we are adding citations to these works in our on-line catalog.  Once registered, you may access netLibrary directly (<netlibrary.com>) or from the e-book link on the new library homepage. You may also access our catalog from the catalog link on the homepage.

   We continue to hold the book lists provided by faculty last May. Given our summer activities noted above, it was decided that tossing an acquisition ball into the air with all the others already aloft during that time might cause the library juggler to collapse. We will begin those orders ASAP.

  The library staff is also in the final phase of a rationalization of our periodical holdings. Already, we are finding considerable duplication in titles received in print, microform, and electronic formats. We anticipate that, like other libraries, decisions will shortly be made to retain a significant number of  titles, particularly the more expensive,  available to us in electronic format in that format only. If you have a concern that a certain subscription be offered in paper as well as electronic format , please contact us with your reasons before Sept. 15. If sufficient funds are freed up, we may be able to acquire one or more additional full-text databases.
SCHOOL TEXTBOOK RECEPTION
Each year, Tate Library hosts a school textbook exhibit on behalf of the state. The event allows area teachers to review titles under consideration for adoption and to make recommendations. In return, the library is allowed to retain all items  for its use. This year’s subjects are Science, Agriculture, and Home Economics.

A reception for area teachers, hosted by state textbook coordinator Kay Solomon Armstrong and the library staff, will be held in Tate Rms. 1 and 2 at 4 p.m. on September 3. Any faculty/staff who are interested are cordially invited to attend and mix with our visiting colleagues.  

SACS

As everyone knows, the whole College has been working steadily the past year to upgrade itself where necessary  for the upcoming SACS review and to record changes. Additional relative documents will in course be received by the library for your review and these will be placed with earlier ones already on reserve.
GOODBYE

Coordinator of Special Projects Melissa Jack is moving on. Although she has only been with us a short time, Melissa has done a wonderful job, particularly with regards to our summer special collection and de-accessioning projects. Thanks Melissa!

COOL LINKS
Continuing a Reel & Page tradition, we offer these sites, which most likely will not make it into the “Links Library,” for your edification and amusement:

http://www.comics.com allows you to obtain your favorite daily comic strip(s) right on your computer.

www.highways.tv permits you to keep abreast, state-by-state, of the latest dope concerning highway construction and traffic snarls. If you want to see for yourself, there are even road camera feeds. Wonder if there will be a camera at Bristol this weekend?

http://www.getlyrical.com is a search engine which allows its users to find songs, artists, or song words to songs for which you can only remember snippets of lyrics.

