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THE MOVE

Tate Library was emptied (quite literally) between 8 a.m. on December 16 and 4:40 p.m. December 23. As those of you who have been out about campus know or who may have driven by may have noticed, the facility is dark and deserted, turned over to the ghosts of librarians, faculty, and students past.  And yet, it lives--both in its web page,  Tate Library Online, and as a building which will be receiving a complete makeover beginning in a few short weeks.

The contents and personnel of Tate Library are now temporarily  located in Pioneer Gym, which is located in Niswonger Commons. The transfer to that athletic facility was not only a practical move, but as it turns out, a bit ironic.

In 1910, the original Tate (which didn't become Tate until 1991) was built as a multi-purpose building and gym and was known as the Carnegie Bldg. (yes, Andrew C. gave cash for its construction--actually it was his secretary who turned over the money, the Scot never handled such details himself--he only approved lists of towns and groups to receive his largess). That's how we came to have the running track, the large room below it (basketball court which became the reading room), and even the basement snack bar, which eventually was turned into storage. The library was moved over from McCormick and occupied Rms. 1 & 2 upstairs. In 1928, Pioneer Gym was completed and the indoor athletic activities were transferred down there--and the library took over the previous basketball/running space and eventually all of Carnegie. Now, 75 years later, the library has moved into a gym for the second time!

While Tate continues to physically exist and undergo its metamorphosis, the  temporary library in Pioneer Gym will be known locally as Pioneer Library. We hope to have an opening ceremony soon; when the time comes to return to Tate, Pioneer Library will be decommissioned in a similar fete and returned to its former existence as a gymnasium--one much improved with new HVAC. 

Many people need to be thanked for their participation in and support of the grand moving adventure. Dr. Henry, along with Provost Franz and VP Stokes, stopped by frequently to assess and offer encouragement. Tembra Aldridge and the folks from Facilities Management did an absolutely super job, along with United under contract, in addressing the move's many physical aspects, including the actual shift of offices and books from Tate to Pioneer. John Lamb, Chris Summey, Mike and others in IT made the electronic/communications happen and, in the process, improved the library's ability to work in the ether world in a more efficient manner than before. Our new neighbors in the Post Office and Bookstore offered support and assistance--and access to the secret world of the loading dock; we look forward to our continued close association with these folks. George Collins and Cindy Lucas at the museum offered their help in relieving us of a number of unneeded items and, together with the library/museum volunteers, gave some of us a happy break by invitation to their annual Christmas party on December 18. Anne Reever,  Charles Tunstall, Carolyn Parker, Marsha Griffith, Kathy Hipps and I were daily joined by Mary Halliburton from Knoxville.  Together, we library bees buzzed everywhere in Tate, in Pioneer, and on the trails in between handling directly or involved with the thousands (or so it seemed) of details involved in making sure the library fit into its temporary home just right. All the while we, and doubtless everyone else listed here, gave constant thanks to The Lord that we were blessed (except for one day) with the best possible December weather.

Space here doesn't permit a listing of all that was accomplished, but you can probably guess at some of what went into the transfer of the workings of one large facility to one  newly-created for it. To assist you, we took a camera and recorded Tate before, during, and after the move. The resulting photos are displayed in the " Library News" section of the library web page <http://library.tusculum.edu>. We invite you to review them.

SERVICES AND HOURS

Tate Library in Greeneville, operating locally as Pioneer Library, will be open these hours during the spring semester.
Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Friday:                    8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday:               12 p.m.- 4 p.m.
Sunday:                    2p.m.- 10 p.m.

 Changes will, as in the past, be announced on our web page and posted.

We are attempting, as much as possible, to keep our services the same in Pioneer as they were in Tate. Right away, you will notice that the search for book titles does not involve walking up stairs or hunting in different rooms or corners. Our public access computers are again centrally located and are near the study tables. Reserves continue to be handled from the Circulation area. Personnel are housed in offices, formerly closets holding intramural equipment and the library has no clear windows. Anyone visiting may be asked to report on the outside weather! 

Study groups are cordially invited to come and use our large tables, comfortable furniture, and other amenities at any time that we are open.

The first few weeks  in our new location will, of course, bring about some fine tuning; many little details are still being finalized and we are still learning the ins and outs (literally) of our brand new phone system. If you think of any possible enhancements, please let us know. We will, of course, need the assistance of all in refraining from the consumption of tobacco, food and particularly drink in the non-office areas of Pioneer Library; we want to avoid the stains and spots that occurred from spills, etc. in Tate and to keep our temporary home as attractive as possible for all.

